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PRIMACY-RECENCY EFFECT

Research shows that we tend to remember best that which 
comes first, and remember second best that which comes last. 

We tend to remember least that which comes just past the 
middle of the episode. This phenomena is referred to as the 

primacy-recency effect. It plays a crucial role in retention.
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M-SPACE

The capacity of working memory to process incoming stimuli 
appears to increase with age. Every other year, beginning at 

age three, the number of “spaces” increases by one unit.
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MARZANO’S	
  	
  
NINE	
  INSTRUCTIONAL	
  STRATEGIES	
  

Enhance	
  students’	
  understanding	
  of	
  	
  
and	
  ability	
  to	
  use	
  knowledge	
  by	
  engaging	
  

	
  them	
  in	
  

Iden7fying	
  similari7es	
  and	
  differences.	
  
45%	
  gain	
  

Summarizing	
  and	
  note	
  taking.	
  
34%	
  gain	
  

Reinforcing	
  effort	
  &	
  providing	
  recogni7on.	
  
29%	
  gain	
  	
  

Homework	
  and	
  prac7ce.	
  
28%	
  gain	
  

Nonlinguis7c	
  representa7on.	
  
27%	
  gain	
  

Coopera7ve	
  learning.	
  
27%	
  gain	
  

SeUng	
  objec7ves	
  &	
  providing	
  feedback.	
  
23%	
  gain	
  

Genera7ng	
  &	
  Tes7ng	
  Hypotheses.	
  
23%	
  gain	
  

Cues,	
  Ques7ons,	
  &	
  Advance	
  Organizers.	
  
22%	
  gain	
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