






“We had to be alert.  We were there to send radar and 

sonar signals.  And every once in a while we’d hear a 

“ping” from the water.  It wasn’t necessarily a 

submarine. It could be some debris that was floating 

or I think even some large fish; whales would send 

back a signal.  One time when we were in the 

Mediterranean, we received a report that enemy 

aircraft was coming to bomb our convoy. All of our 

ships, the Destroyer Escorts, laid down a smoke 

screen.  We pumped as much black smoke out of the 

chimney as we could.  It kind of hid our convoy.” !
Cal Sustachek, U.S.A. – 
WW 11 

Cal Sustachek with James Michel 
(grandson)!

Manuel Zacarias, Portugal!



“A lot of Israeli civilians were kidnapped.  The 
Palestinians said, ‘We are not going to release them.  We 
are going to kill this person if you don’t leave the area or 
if the Israelis don’t leave or if our demands are not met.’  If 
we had that sort of situation we send out an armed unit 
and would try to sort out the situation.”!

Stefan Pettersson, UN Peacekeeping!

Stefan Pettersson, 1992 - hills above the city 

of Tuzl, Bosnia/Herzegovina !



“When we were out patrolling we’d see guys carrying 

AK-47s on their shoulders. But we couldn’t do anything 

because we weren’t allowed to shoot unless we were shot at…

No matter where we were, even in the woods. Even if you 

saw a guy with a gun and he didn’t shoot, you couldn’t 

shoot until he did.  If you heard a shot go off a few blasts 

away, you never knew who shot it.”!

" " " Jim Michel, Vietnam War !

“This guy wanted to go to the bathroom 

and they gave him a bucket.  He went to 

the bathroom and then he was shot right 

between his legs.   All this brutal stuff 

that you don’t think is possible…it all 

happened during war.” 
Leo Mahan, WW II  

“You try to save the civilians 
because you are suppose to be the 
good guys.” 

Stefan Pettersson,  
UN Peacekeeping 

Jim Michel!



“The second time I got wounded was when it was almost the 
end of the day.  We had just walked through the jungle and 
we were walking in line.   I noticed that in a bunker we 
passed that there was a bucket where there were some 
minnows swimming around, so I knew someone had recently 
been there.  For some reason,  the guys didn’t slow down 
and they kept on going.  All of a sudden a lot of shooting 
broke out.  The captain said, ‘Hold your fire because this 
could be friendly fire.’”         !

Jim Michel, Vietnam War!

Jim Michel, U.S. ARMY





“The average day you woke up way 
too early - ate some gross food.  You 
went on a long mission.  Came back 
really late and then went to bed  -  
way too late….”  

Jesse Chapman, U.S.A. - War in Iraq - U.S.A. 

Jesse Chapman 



“Whenever we got mail,  it 

            felt like Christmas.”

Jesse Hughes, War in Iraq - U.S.A

“On an average day, we would have to be at our station for four hours.  One of my jobs was to keep all the sun-powered telephones repaired.  They were not treated gently, and the salt water was kind of hard on them. The 
guys that were manning the guns, they got 
splashed with a lot of salt water. And of course my job was to make sure that the gyroscope kept on running.” !

Cal Sustachek, WW II – U.S.A. !

Jesse Hughes

My serial number is 39131414

 Leo Mahan, WW II – U.S.A. 



“When I served in Potsdam, we went on an excursion.  Of 
course we were in the Soviet Army uniform.  All the 
Germans shouted at us, ‘Swine!’ and ‘Occupiers’ and other 
such things.  It was quite difficult to explain that I was not 
Russian and my country was occupied, too.  In fact 
Eastern Germans were quite lucky because they were not in 
the Soviet Union.  The situation was quite hard to explain.  
There was no freedom.  There was no way to choose.  You 
only followed.  !
" Veiko Tomson, Estonian drafted into Soviet Army!

“One thing that I found interesting was learning how to march.  It may sound kind of silly, but if you can get a bunch of men to march together they will generally think together.   That’s how you keep discipline.   It takes 4 to 5 months to get soldiers molded together so they can move together.   If they move together they  Will also think together.”  
Leo Mahan,  
World War II - U.S.A.  

Leo Mahan, 
WW II – U.S.A. 

Veiko Tomson, Estonian 



“We’re the ones on the front 
lines, kicking in doors and 
all that stuff you see in the 
movies.”!

Jesse Chapman. War in Iraq – U.S.A.!





“They came whistling in and it got louder and louder.  Then it 

exploded, not with fire but with sparks. They packed the 

bombs with anything: nails, screws, bolts and pieces of 

metal. The bomb canister flew everywhere with the the other 

things inside it, too.”     Jesse Hughes. War in Iraq – U.S.A.  

“I didn`t know what to expect when I first arrived there…  We hadn`t trained for so long, and I felt so nervous that we weren`t ready.” 
Jonathan Davis, War in Iraq – U.S.A. 



“In between the beach where we were,  there was a mine.  
One of the scariest things I experienced was being taught 
how to check mines. We had a staff sergeant and he was 
one of those brave kind of guys.  He just walked in there 
and said, ‘There are no mines here, the mines are over 
there.” 
 Leo Mahan, World War II – U.S.A. 

“There was always the 
uncertainty- the fear of what 
was going to happen, when 
Hitler invaded.” !
Leo Mahan, World War II – 
U.S.A.!





“You don’t have time to think.  You just react.  
All you do is get down low and shoot and try to 
keep your head down. I never saw them.  You’d 
just shoot into an area.  I never knew if I 
actually got them or not, but we could hear them 
sometimes.  But you just react and you do what 
you’ve been trained to do. If you paid attention 
to the training you would have a better chance of 
survival.  Sometimes you were just unlucky, but if 
you did what you were told and your buddies did 
what they were told, then you had a chance of 
getting through... Unless you were just unlucky.” 

Jim Michel, Vietnam War – U.S.A.  





“You have to be close to the soldiers in your unit.  Your life depends on it. They are some of my best friends.  We are all still in the same unit.”
Jesse Hughes, War in Iraq – 

U.S.A.

Jesse Hughes with soldiers 
and U.S. Ambassador to 
Estonia,  Stanley Davis 
Phillips 



“If you’re with a unit overseas, you come back 
really close because you are with each other all 
the time.  Every day you work, eat, and live 
together.” 

Jesse Hughes, War in Iraq – U.S.A. 

“For a year and a half I didn’t see any 

people from the Baltics.  My best friends 

were actually some Russians from St. 

Petersburg.  They also had studied at 

university. We had something in 

common.” 

Veiko Tomson, Soviet Army - Estonia 

“My comrades and I from the Destroyer Escort are still friends. We have had ship reunions for the last 50 years.” !

Cal Sustachek, WW II – U.S.A.!







“When I got home - home just didn’t feel real to me.   

The memories have destroyed me.  I can not relate 

with my family any longer.”             

 Jonathan Davis, War in Iraq – U.S.A. 



…Often these people can’t eat, sleep 
or function properly.  Other times they 
treat others arrogantly without 
noticing it.  They may even have 
severe illnesses due to the poisoned 
water or low ration of food, which 
caused damage to their 
bodies.” (Manuel Mestre Zacarias,  
Colonial War – Angola 1972 - Portugal) 



“One thing that was hard  - When I came back I would 
react to loud noises.  Loud noises  - I still ducked when I 
heard them.  A few months after I got back, we were at the 
theater and we had a bottle of champagne that we didn’t 
finish.  We put the cork back on but later Denise  was 
playing around with the cork while we were driving.  We 
were driving down the road in Hawaii and the cork popped 
off.  My heart just started pounding and I ducked.  I was 
driving up a mountain and I had to pull over; it scared me 
like crazy.  And then I started to laugh about it.  That’s 
your reaction.  You got so used to ducking, like whenever 
a car backfired…duck!  I would wake up sometimes 
during the night in a cold sweat, reliving that last 
firefight, that one big firefight.  That took a while to get 
over.  I’m not sure I’m over it yet.” !

James Michel, Vietnam War – U.S.A.!





“It was Christmas eve. ..  
I thought that I’d go over to the headquarters, but everyone had their families there.  I knew it would be  tough on me since I didn’t have my family around.   

So what did I do?  Since we were allowed 3 whisky bottles a month, I decided to drink some of it and get a little dizzy and fall asleep. But when I started drinking   the whisky I exploded into tears.  As tears    streamed down my face,  I asked myself, “Why are you crying?”  And I said to myself, “You are fine.  You’re here drinking   whisky!”  But the more whisky I drank,  the more I cried, because I remembered my wife and children.   
After that I just collapsed in my bed. It was a horrible night.” 

Manuel Zacarias, Colonial Wars – Portugal  



“In our regiment there were five people who 

were killed.  Four were killed accidently, but 

one hung himself.  He received a letter from 

his girlfriend saying she found someone 

else.” 

Veiko Tomson, Soviet Army - Estonia 

“All the men that were killed were killed unnecessarily.  For 
what? After the war was over we picked up a bunch of enemy 
sailors. We brought the officers and the men to our ship as 
prisoners. We met these young German sailors. Then we 
were no longer enemies – they were no different than we 
were.  They were young men just like us: 18 – 25 years old.” 
  Cal Sustachek, WWII – U.S.A. 

“I missed my family terribly.  It was really hard to leave my wife and newborn twins.”!

Jonathan Davis, War in Iraq – U.S.A.!
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