








Who benefits from
service-learning?
Students, teachers, the
school population as a
whole, and the
community benefit from
well-designed
service-learning
programs. Benefits vary
depending on program
implementation and what
occurs through
investigation, planning,
action, reflection, and
demonstration/celebration.
The lists below have been
compiled by school and
community stakeholders
based on their
service-learning
experiences.

e fﬁh'qu”

Through service-learning programs:

Students may:

* Increase motivation to learn and engage with
subjects.

* Make decisions and solve problems.

¢ Improve academic knowledge and performance,
including critical thinking and communication skills.

e Cultivate responsibility for self and others.

* Develop ability to work well with others.

* Replace stereotypes with respect for others.

* Become more knowledgeable about community
resources available to them and their families.

* Experience civic responsibility.

* Begin to develop a lifelong commitment to public
service and learning.

Teachers may:

¢ Experience renewed enthusiasm for teaching.

* Improve communication and understanding among
students.

e Increase relevancy of education for students.

* Provide additional role models for students.

* Learn about community organizations and how they
serve the populace.

* Identify resources to enhance educational
opportunities for students.

* Bring the classroom and community together.

Schools can:

¢ Combine academic development with civic and
social responsibility.

* Strengthen career outreach programs.

* Develop community partnerships.

* Publicize educational opportunities available
for students.

* Involve more parents and other family members to
increase students’ sense of the value of school.

* Give students a sense of the practical importance of
what they are learning,.

* Develop a more inclusive, cooperative school climate
and culture.

* Increase confidence in the school system.

* Improve public relations.

Communities can:

* View young people as valued resources able to
address community problems and concerns.

® Lend expertise in a particular issue area.

¢ Become more knowledgeable about school
programs and needs.

¢ Collaborate in planning service-learning projects.

* Participate in student learning.

* Publicly acknowledge the contributions of
young people.



Establishing Curricular Connections:

1. Identify an existing program or activity to transform into authentic service-learning.
* Select an activity or already existing project.
¢ Examine it for cross-curricular learning opportunities that meet or enhance
academic standards.
* Exchange resources and ideas with teachers, students, and community partners.

For example, Canned Food Drive: Before students bring in cans of food, classroom activities
included studying nutrition, visiting the receiving agency to identify needed foods, and
reading related literature. Students led peer discussions of social issues, replacing stereotypes
with an understanding of hunger in their community. Graphs of food collected and articles on
impact and continued need were printed in school and community newspapers.

2. Begin with standard curriculum, content, and skills, and then find the natural
extension into service.
¢ Identify the specific content and skill areas to be addressed.
* Select an area of emphasis that supports or adds to classroom learning and addresses
learning standards.
* Look for additional learning opportunities in other subject areas.

For example, Learning History through Discussion with Elder Partners: To be better informed
about current events and improve listening and communication skills, students met weekly
with elders at a senior center. Shared experiences included studying news events, learning
about aging, interviewing, collaborating on oral histories and photo essays, and displaying
results in the school and public library.

3- From a theme or unit of study, identify content and skill connections.
* Begin with a broad theme or topic, often with obvious service implications.
e Identify specific content and skill areas.
» Select a service application.

For example, The Individual’s Role in Society: While learning about the individual’s role in
society, teachers encouraged students to consider options for civic participation. Curriculum
included reading nonfiction stories of adults and young people contributing to their
communities, researching local agency needs, providing regular assistance to an agency, and
publishing an informative pamphlet on the agency for young people.

4. start with a student-identified need.
e Identify student skills, talents, and interests.
* Students define a problem, a need, and solutions.
e Students lead implementation as the teacher facilitates, adding learning opportunities.

For example, Transform an Empty Lot into a Community Garden: A student initiated a
conversation about starting a garden in an empty lot near the school. With teacher guidance,
academic standards were met as students communicated with a government agency regarding
property use, read a novel about a community garden, conducted Internet research to find
funding sources, partnered with special needs youth to maintain the garden, and donated the
harvest to a local shelter.

5. Partner with a community-based organization to identify local assets and needs.
e Community requests assistance, perhaps through an agency that has worked with the
school before.
e Teacher, students, and community partners identify learning opportunities.

For example, Tutoring/Literacy: Responding to a request to participate in a city-wide book
collection to benefit local youth, teachers in several grades collaborated on cross-age projects:
older students helped younger children write and illustrate bilingual books on mutually agreed
upon themes. Books were donated to youth clubs, hospitals, and day-care facilities. Student
representatives served on a city committee to plan future literacy activities.

From The Complete Guide to
Service-Learning by
Cathryn Berger Kaye,
M.A., ©2004.

Free Spirit Publishing Inc.,
Minneapolis, MN;
www.freespirit.com.




Taking Action imunit

Step 1: Think about the needs in our community. Make a list.

Step 2: Identify what you know.

* Selecr one community need:
* What is the cause?

* Who is helping?

Step 3: Investigate to find out more by conducting research through:

= Media (i.e., books, Internet, and relevision)
* Personal experience and observation
* Interviewing experts or people knowledgable abour this issue

* Conducting surveys

Step 4: Plan for action.

* To help our communiry, we will:

* To make this happen, we will take on these responsibilities:

Who Will Do What By When Resources Needed
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